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Acton Chinese Public Service Volunteers group

            Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

Acton Chinese Public Services Volunteers group promotes participation in local public services in variety approaches. While there are many types of paid work such as salary-based jobs, there is also vast number of volunteer activities especially at local communities. People volunteer to give back to the communities, to help building a better neighborhood, making the needy lives less stressful, and satisfying the appreciation of being helped before…volunteer work is a great statement of human’s love and care of others. 

There were few activities in April and May besides a call for group to follow up the Boxborough override vote and town meetings since Boxborough shares regional high school with Acton and their budget is bonded with Acton schools budget. 

Acton PS group made great efforts in March and did extensive research and discussions on Acton town and schools FY 2004 budgets and property tax override vote. A detailed budget and override research report was presented to Acton Chinese voters and residents before the town general vote took place on April 1. 

Acton voters turned out big numbers (7139 voters) and voted 3769 for and 3313 against the override.  Robert Johnson defeated Herman Kabakoff in the selectmen race.  April 7th and 8th, Acton town meetings approved town and schools FY2004 budgets. 

Besides on-line discussions, some Acton PS group members also met a few times for override and budget issues discussions. Group members also watched a video replay of a speech given by Samuel Mok, US Labor Dept. Chief Financial Officer on how to reach your potentials as a Chinese American in US. Mr. Samuel Mok used his own experiences to illustrate that to be successful in a foreign country, one needs to be fully melted into the main stream and wisely utilizes one’s own culture heritage and avoids cultural and language barriers. 

To join this group, please send email to actonps-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Acton Chinese Business group 

            Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

Acton Business group was formed after some initiatives and initial meeting that took place Dec. 2002 in an effort to promote local people start-up small businesses. The business group idea was aimed to foster the growing interests among local people in pursuing own businesses and greater demand of newly laid off people’s needs. 

Acton business group had one dinner meeting in April at Lao Sichuan restaurant and discussed a few local business ideas and potentials.  More business meetings and communications among interested people are underway. 

To join this group, please email to actonbusiness-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Acton Chinese Professional Club

            Reported by Guoying Zuo (guoying_zuo@yahoo.com)

04/06 --- Free discussion of mission and activities of ACP club. Defined basic guide lines for the ACP club.

04/27 --- Free style discussion of U.S. economic trend with our future and opportunities.

05/21 --- Career development seminar by Jenny Yao. Jenny covered a lot of job hunting techniques and tricks combining with her real experience, as well as a lot of inspiring thoughts about the career development, social and communication skill improvement.

06/08 --- Plan to host a seminar about small business starting and funding.

Outing during summer time -- still in discussion.

To join this group, please email to ACP_club-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Acton Chinese Tennis group 

            Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

Acton Tennis group formed two year ago and a group of tennis lovers use this group to arrange play and matches at local tennis facilities. Last winter, the group practiced regularly at Four Season Tennis Courts in north Acton. This month, as weather gets warmer, the group moved practice to W. Concord play ground tennis court and sometimes at ABRH tennis courts during weekends mornings. 

To join this group, please email to acton_tennis-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Acton Chinese Golf group 


Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

Golf is considered one of the great sports with unique features that business executives, social notables, and the wealthy enjoy besides professional and amateur golfers.

Acton golf group was formed about two years ago after a few local Chinese golf beginners took their first introductory lessons at Billerica Country Club in 2001 late summer.  Group moderator is Peter Zhu, an Acton resident and a manager at Staples.

This group practice golf driving and play at local golf courses during April – Oct. seasons. Local golf place, Kimball Farm in Westford is the favorite place of the group’s practice site.  Two new-18 hole championship golf courses are under development in Acton and Westford. 

To join this group, please email to acton_golf_club-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Acton Masters Swim group 


Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

Acton Masters swim group existed for years and a new email group was formed late 2002 to facilitate group activities. Acton Masters swim group is listed with the New England Masters Swim Club, a member of US Masters Swim Organization.  

Masters swim is best summarized by, Jim Miller, M.D., USMS President’s mission statement- “Promote fitness and health in adults by offering and supporting Masters swimming programs.” “Statistics showed that the aerobically fit athlete enjoys an enhanced survival from major surgeries, heart attacks and trauma.” Masters swimmers also enjoy outstanding levels of physical, mental strength and fitness. 

Acton Masters attend local and regional swim meets and participated New England Masters Swim Short Course Yard Championship at Harvard Univ. during March 22, 28-30.  Five Acton area Masters, Hong An, Martin Chudik, Paul Edelman, Debbie Hoff and Gary Pemberton swam at the Championship. Gary led the team score of 66 points to give Acton Boxborough Masters group 131 total points finishing 30th out of 45 teams with more than 700 hundred Masters participated including former Olympian Ron Karnaugh. Hong finished 9th place in 200 breaststroke, 200 individual medley and helped Acton team’s finished 9th in 200 free relay. 

Acton Masters group also hosted Fitchburg Masters group on May 21 at ABRH pool. Acton Masters won the home meet against Fitchburg with a score 126:95. Hong won two 2nd places in 50 Breaststroke, 50 Butterfly and helped a 1st finish in 200 medley relay. 

The Masters swimmers train under Coach Jeff Johnson in a program offered by Acton Boxborough Community Education. 

To join this group, please email to actonmasterswim@yahoogroups.com.

Acton Chinese Swim group 


Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

A new Chinese swim group was formed due to growing interests in adult fitness by a group of lap swimmers at ABRH pool. This group is geared to adapt more effective training and seeks enjoyment in swimming. Hong An is volunteered to lead the group in utilizing the legendary age group swim coach Jeff Johnson’s training programs and help the amateur swimmers gain maximum benefits from limited swimming training (2-3 hours per week during lap swimming sessions). Interested people can join the group and workout either at your own choice of pools or at ABRH pools during lap swimming sessions offered by Acton Community Education Dept. 

To join this group, please email to actonswim-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Acton Badminton Club


Reported by Dawn Wang  (dwang@tqs.com)

There are many badminton clubs in Boston area. But one of the few located in the metro-west area is here right at home.  Acton Badminton club plays at the Acton Junior High School gym from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. almost every Friday during the school year. During the winter season, the hours are shifted to 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. On a Friday when there is no school, there is no session.

There is no class in the summer. For the current spring session, the class is full.  

There are six courts, and the school allows a maximum enrollment of 26 players. Each evening consists of one hour of drills (with guidance) and one hour of play, mainly doubles. The coach is Harvey Jassal.  The group is well diversified in terms of both skill levels and nationalities. This club is different than others in the Boston area in that drills and instruction are part of each session. Birdies are provided. The group is organized as part of the Acton Community Education program. You must sign up through them at 978-266-2525 (Fax: 978-266-2540) in advance. The cost is $56 for an 8-week series of sessions. The first session series for the 2003-2004 season will begin in September this fall. Please watch for the upcoming fall session interaction for the details.

There is a Yahoo group set up to facilitate the communication among badminton lovers, especially those who attend the Friday class. Please check out http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Acton_Badminton. You may also find more information about other Boston clubs on the web http://www.ziplink.net/users/wolfberg/badminton/bostonarea.html. 

There were many exciting events happening in the area. The famous Boston Open 2003 was held in MIT just 2 months ago. Last December, Chinese North American Sports Association sponsored the First CNASA Badminton Tournament. If you are looking for a great way to have fun while getting in shape and lighting up your Friday nights, please join us this fall.

Other Sports Groups

 

Acton soccer is an open group and everybody is welcome to play 3pm Saturday at  NARA park. Acton basketball group is more organized and only registered and fee paid players can play at ACLS. Please contact Shuguang Zhao (shuguangzhao@yahoo.com) for more information about game schedules.

