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Sports Schedules

Acton Chinese Tennis group 
Reported by Dong Hsu (Dong_Hsu@yahoo.com) 

With summer in full swing, it is time to play some serious tennis. Some members of Acton Tennis Group have started playing regularly at the tennis courts over West Concord playground almost every weekend. We get there around 7 a.m. and hit the balls for about an hour. Then the game gets started. Normally we play one or two sets depending on how much time it takes. After the game, we then hit the balls for another 15 minutes. Usually we will leave the courts by 9:30 a.m. 

We normally play on Saturday. If it rains, we then try it on Sunday. Depending on the interest level and the availability of people, we might play on both days. West Concord playground is located near 50 Laws Brook Road in West Concord. There are three tennis courts over there and so far we have never had any problems to get the courts. We usually have at least four people shown up every weekend and we always love to see some new faces to join us. 

To join this group, please email to acton_tennis-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Acton Badminton Club

There is no badminton game in Acton during the summer. However, you can play badminton with Bedford badminton club in Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall School (785 Beaver Street, Waltham). 

Play date: 7/12, 7/19, 7/26, 8/2, 8/9, 8/16, (8/23 not sure)

Play time: 9:30am – 12:30am

Fee: $6 per play

Details: http://wolfberg.net/badminton/waltham.html
This fall, ACLS will have a one-hour slot (2pm-3pm) for playing badminton in JH gym on every ACLS school day. The fee is $15 for the fall semester. There are only 12 open positions. Information about registration can be found in ACLS web site http:://www.acls-ma.org. 

Soccer

Acton soccer is an open group and everybody is welcome to play at 4pm NARA park on Saturday. Kids aged 5-12 are welcome to join kids game at the same time. Games are free, but you are responsible for your own injuries. Please contact Shuguang Zhao (shuguangzhao@yahoo.com) for more information about the game.

Acton Chinese Golf group 

Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

Golf is considered one of the great sports with unique features that business executives, social notables, and the wealthy enjoy besides professional and amateur golfers.

Acton golf group was formed about two years ago after a few local Chinese golf beginners took their first introductory lessons at Billerica Country Club in 2001 late summer.  Group moderator is Peter Zhu, an Acton resident and a director at Staples.

This group practice golf driving and play at local golf courses during April – Oct. seasons. Local golf place, Kimball Farm in Westford is the favorite place of the group’s practice site.  Two new-18 hole championship golf courses are under development in Acton and Westford. 

To join this group, please email to acton_golf_club-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Acton Masters Swim group 

Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

Due to AB school pool facility construction and summer vacation, AB masters swim workout has been moved to Thoreau Club in Concord coached by Kim Donovan on Tue and Th 7pm-8:15pm. 

The Masters swimmers train under Coach Jeff Johnson in a program offered by Acton Boxborough Community Education. 

To join this group, please email to actonmasterswim@yahoogroups.com.

Acton Chinese Swim group 

Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

A new Chinese swim group was formed due to growing interests in adult fitness by a group of lap swimmers at ABRH pool. This group is geared to adapt more effective training and seeks enjoyment in swimming. Hong An is volunteered to lead the group in utilizing the legendary age group swim coach Jeff Johnson’s training programs and help the amateur swimmers gain maximum benefits from limited swimming training (2-3 hours per week during lap swimming sessions). Interested people can join the group and workout either at your own choice of pools or at ABRH pools during lap swimming sessions offered by Acton Community Education Dept. 

New swim session will resume in Sept. Please follow community education publication, Interaction, for more details. 

To join this group, please email to actonswim-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Community Interest groups

Acton Chinese Public Service Volunteers group

Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

Acton Chinese Public Service Group is to facilitate community services participation among Chinese residents and network with other ethnic groups including main stream community.  It is very common to see people of different financial background active in volunteer public services. The common desire of serving the public and to know more people through working together bonded wide range of volunteers together. Volunteer in the format of routine activities and single task are available in many areas. Acton town and schools committees and boards are volunteer services except for very few paid administrative positions. 

There were few activities in June. Boxborough town meetings approved regional high school budget. No follow up action on this topic. 

To join this group, please send email to actonps-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Acton Chinese Business group 

Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

The business group is aimed to foster the growing interests among local people in pursuing own businesses and greater demand of newly laid off people’s needs. 

Acton business group had meetings in June at Lao Sichuan restaurant and group members homes. Discussions were focused and in depth on a few local business ideas and potentials.  More business meetings and communications among interested people are underway. 

To join this group, please email to actonbusiness-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Acton Chinese Professional Club
No update for June.  Please contact Guoying Zuo (guoying_zuo@yahoo.com) for future activities of this group.

To join this group, please email to ACP_club-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Community Activity Reports

June 8 seminar at ACLS -- Ways for parents to connect with the schools 

Reported by Hong An  (anhong168@yahoo.com)

Acton Schools committees chairs, Marie Altieri, Mary Ashton, Schools PTOs (parent-teacher organization) members, Beth Petr, Eva McArthur, and Karin Victor spent their precious weekend time discussed with a dozen of Acton Chinese students parents at ACLS June 8th 2:30-3:30pm.  

The seminar started as everyone briefly self-introduced to the group. Schools committee and PTO members summarized the PTO of each school's roles and activities. Parents raised some questions regarding the PTOs' roles and functions to schools education programs. Other schools functional bodies such as school committees, school councils' roles and membership were also discussed.  

PTO and school councils are organized for each school. PTO is mainly for information exchange between school/teachers and parents. PTO also organizes various social activities. Many volunteers are needed for PTO events. School council advises the principal on important school related matters such as annual school improvement plan. School committee is the most powerful body. It controls school budget and various policies. Acton and Boxborough have its own school committees for elemental school issues. The combination of these two committees becomes regional school committee which controls Junior High and High schools. 

Further discussions among some parents concluded that the schools and their operations are very important and directly related to most of our Chinese residents in Acton. Participation in various schools' functions ranging from policy making to volunteer activities is highly expected from both the needs of our kids and from the schools officials. Chinese community is currently under represented in these school function bodies. 

A few of our volunteers will initiate a group to follow up on how to participate in our schools functions and what are the most effective and efficient ways of participation. This group will identify the details of the schools functional bodies, their roles, and membership criteria, etc. This group will pass information to Chinese community and produce strategies for our interested parents to reference on the specific approaches that fit our needs.  

The objective is to have effective representation at Acton regional school and public schools from us, to understand the local schools system, to contribute our efforts and values to the school education processes that will directly benefit our students and our town. By doing so, we fulfill our bigger objective of embracing the society we chose to live.

ACLS' participation of Theme Day at Merriam School in Acton on 6/11

Reported by Zeyang Wang (ling_zeyang@yahoo.com)

Once every year in June, Merriam School has a Theme Day. On that day, the children do all kinds world culture programs and games. It was a big day at Merriam as it was its tenth anniversary. A lot of parents were there, the local newspaper was there, and so was ACLS. 

ACLS was invited to the program and Biyun Zhu, teacher of our children's dance class, taught 3 classes of 60 students of Chinese Bamboo Stick Dance. A few from ACLS were there, Yan Li, Weigeng Shi, and Zeyang Wang. FCC parent Virginia Taylor was an assistant in the classroom. 

To make a program for kids of all ages, teacher Zhu prepared bamboo sticks. She carefully wrapped them with colorful wrap so that the kids will not get splinter in their hands. The kids were total attracted to the program and even the teachers were learning the moves. 

Principal Sandra Wilensky gave us a tour of the school and showed us the Theme Day programs in school. 

Merriam School collected kids' paintings and photos from different countries and it become a painting show. There was a museum of arts with items from many parents. In a reading program, kids were reading books from many countries. There were games from England, Korean, Italy, Greece ... in difference classrooms. Many parents were there helping.

Besides of the dance classes, Chinese culture in the programs above presents very little. Many Chinese parents may not know the importance of the Theme Day in Merriam and have not contributed items or made time for it. 

Ms. Wilensky was very glad that ACLS was able to participate the Theme Day. She encouraged Chinese parents to participate school activities, such as Theme Day, Outing, PTO, and school council meetings, etc.

Many thanks to Biyun Zhu for using her own time and money to prepare and teach in the Theme Day!

